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CHAPTER XXXI,
LEE'S RETREAT.

fle Presenis n Bold Front to Meade for
a Yhule Day, und Thea Moves Awny
Deticeruicly—The Horrors of the Ie-
trenl—The Uunion Inizniry Moves QOut
Lelsure!y, but the Cavalry Dashea for
Lee's  Train—livegh Riding Thra
Dnrkness and Hain—The Confederate
Caveley Outmanovered nmd Outfought.
Kilpnirich's Briflinot Leadership.

No Parsait.

vlile and Getlysburg,” has

this to eay:

“When Pickett's charge was repulsed
and the whole plain covered with fugi-
tives, we all expected that Wellington's
command nt Waterloo of “Up guards,
and at them!™ would be repeated, and

the battle was really over. He did not
think that Leer was golng to give up in
that way without still another offen-
sive demonstration.

The Movoinent hy the Finonks,

Mende had handled his army safely
and conservatively, keeping the Bixth
Corps in reserve for any startling emer-
geney. At this distance of time it
secms probably quite as well, sinee he
did mot have the Sixth Corps in readi-
ness to dash over the stone wall and
sweep on the heels of Pickett thru the
confederate line, that®e refrained from
the countercharge altegother. He did
jssye a very wise order for the Fifth
Corps to move out in the direciion of |
faoe's right flunk. This was safe, scien- |
tific and promised rich resulis. The |
Pifth Corps, in splte of its fighting on
the second day, had really suffered less
‘han any other corps cexcept the Sixti.

that & grend countercharge would be
made. PEut Gen. Meade had made no
arrangements to give a return thrust.
11 'scems ts me he should have posted
the Sixth snd part of the Twelfth Corps
in_ rear of Gibbon's wivision the mo-
ment Pickett's infantry were geen
emerging from the weods, a mile and
& half off. If they broke thru our cen-
ter these corps would have been there
to receive them, and if they failed to
plerce our line and retreated the fwo
corps cotild have foilowed them up
promptly before they had time to rally
and orsanize. An advance by Brk
would have kept Lonpgstrect in posi-
tion.  In all probability we wonld huve
cul lthe enemy's army in lwo, and cap-
tured the long line of batterieg oppo-
site ua. which were but =lightly guard-
=l Hancock, lying wounded In an am-
bulanece, wrote to dumdc';?‘“&mm].;m:-

th ke one, ende, "
Ing that this oL et
effects of & counter blow; but to be of-
feetive the movement should Lave beon
prepared beforehand. It was too late
to commenre making preparations for
gn awdvance when soms time hu_:l
clapsed, and when Lee bad raliied his
troops and had made all his arrange-
ments Lo resist an sssault, It was -
gertained afterward that he had 20
E\:lhpj ammunitien left per gun, but

was not eveniy distriGuled, and some
irles in front had fired away all
their cartridges. A counterchurge un-
gcr such circumstances is considered
almost imperative in war, for the brat-
en army, running and dismayed, cannot,
in the noture of things, resist with much

spirit, whereas the pursaers, highly
2lated by thelr success, and with the
prospect of ending the contest, fight

with mors energy and bravery. Rodes
says the U'nion forces were s0 long in
occupwving the town and In coming for-
ward after the repulse of the cnemy
that it vias generally thought they hnd
retreated Meade rose leisprely over
to the Fifth Corps on the left, and told
Bykes o send out and sce if the enemy
in his front was firm and holding on to
their position. A brigade preceded by
ekirmishers was aceordingly sent for-
ward, Lut as Longstreet's troops were
well fortidked they resisted the advance,
and Meade—findlng some hours hasd
elapsed and that Lee had closed up his
Hnes ang was fortifying against him-—
gave up all dea of a counter attack.”

A Bueralng Questlon.

People In those days went from one
extréeme 1o another, sometimes in n
very short space of time, . On the last
days of June and the first of July they
were consumed with terror as to Lee's
progress and what hiz ultimate purpose
smight be. Not a foew had prophesied

that New York, Philadeiphia and Bal-
timore would be his prey, as well as
Washington. The moment, however,
that it w known thet Lee had been

stoppoed al dofenated the people went
to the athor extrome, and expeeted that
Bhe would cxterminated befores he

be

cauid reach the Potomac, Such papers
as the New York Tribune, which went
from one fit of hyzleria to another,
were wild that an immediate, vengeful
and destructive purspoit be made. The
men who Jdid not llke Meuds assalied
him because he did not do this, and
Ttre=ild Lincoln, Gen. Halleck and

the W
Iy exp
maind

wr Doepartment even were strong-
that only a shettercd re-

. arimy would get back
T 4] e TiE
As Gon Hancock fell with a severe
woutkl L dictated a1 note to Gen
Mends, urping that ihe Sixth Corps be
sefil in o 4 countercharge, Meade did
t « becaunwe it does not geem

o h
COTHI
such

curred to eithee him or the
er of the Bixth Corps to maks
To have been effective

the RBisth Corps shonld have heen ready
At the fn<tant Plekett's shattercd col-
amn wos reeling under s terrible pun-
I et Befare the Sixth Corpe,
whichh was iving at rest on Cemelery
Rldge, could haye been put in motlon

‘s men would have beea rallicod

their artillery, and the Sixth

¥ (e td have been obliged 4o miaks

& ohr identical with DPickett's, and
with po=<ihly the same result. A ma-
jority of wdee highier officers who
have wr n since the wir have ex-
Ppricsesd opinion, and that Maude
was oninently wise in not ordering a
crountercharse by the Sixth Corps. We
know nosw. it l= troe, that the Confeder-
ale bat s had well-nigh exhiusted
thair wimtion, and the Sizth Corps
would huve hand a moch easier advance
agninst Seminary Ridge than Plckett

had agoinst the weil-supplied batteries
before - him, But Meade and his Gen-
eratle Wil pol mand could not know this.
Nor d'd they know dhat every muan
that Loo hiad had been put Into action
nnd sevorely handled., The alr was full
of sterics of Beaurcgard advancing b
the wny of the Shenandoah Valley with
powearfal reinforcements, and that oven
n portion of ihese had reached Lec.
&0 far from thinking of making a re-
turn blow, Meadc did not belicve that

haye turned Lec's fank
hiz line of retreat in o
not have falled to give
apprehension. large

and threatened
ay that could
him sickening
part of the

- |urm;.' atood ‘convenient 1o support the

Fifth Corps in this movement, and the
Sixth Corps was in a position to lend
powerful assistance. Mende did lssue
the order for the Fifth Corps Lo maove
|ont, but the order had little vrgency in
it, and as Gen. Sykes, the commuander
of the corps, wis not a positive, aggres-
sive man., there was no vim in the
preparations to obey the ur«@r-r and
the movement resulted fn nothing fur-
ther ihan the brilltant charge of Mce-
| Candless’s Prignde’ which clenred  its
front, captured a battery and recov-
ered Al the ground “Which bad been

1!051, f-a gingle brigade, handled by |

Lan-earnest, resolitte man, could accom-
| plish shis we moy welt imagine what

2 hargsstowanld bhavg wen reaped had
’ugrg men an Hangork led out the
Fiffh Wn ML Corps n grand sweep

around Loe's right flank.
Lee Begins the Netreat,

L wod.ciortainky grent in one thing,
and thss was his profound knowiedge
of the men opposed 1o him. At Antie-
itmn, afier his army had been battered
| nlmost to remnants and wus at the

| Potomac,
movement

and an advance in that direction would |,

over, and that there was nothing left|John D. Imb‘_o‘aen

yos an Impressive
for him but to get back to Virginia as|des=cription: j'
quicghr as possible. Yet he took this “After dardl'T setiout from (‘u(tlxmiwn
step with the same deliberation which |to galn the head the column ur;g_
he displayved in crossing the Polomac |the night. ¥ orders had been P

emptory thafplithenel should be no haltl
for any cause whatever. If an acclden
should happen tegany vehicle, it wns‘:
immediately to be put out of the rnall
and abandonfd. ““The column mova
rapidly, conMde the rough roa

and the davknesg- sand from nImos;
evers wagom: forgmany miles, issuet
heartrendingrwalls of agony. For f.onr
hours I hurried fergard on my way to
the front, and ip-sll that time I was
never out of hearimg of the groans and
cries of the wounded and dying. Scarce-
Iy one in a hundred had reccived ade-
quate surgical aid, owing to the de-
mands on the hard-working Surgeons
from still worse cases that had to be

after Antietam. ‘All the long day of
July 4 the Confederate plekets main-
tained thelr positions in front of the
Union skirmishers,” as spiteful and de-
flant as ever, and acting as if still fally
bent upon a program of aggression. In
the meantime Lee and his troops were
specding back toward the Cumberland
Valley and the Potomac, the endless
miles of wagons ladea with spoils
which they ‘had gathered from the
fruitful farms and wellstocked slore-
houses of that wealthy country. Im-
boden, with fresh troops, both infantry
and cavalry, had been ordered to take
charge of these trains, which stretched
over 16 miles in length and were Qrawn

, ' dod in
by some 10,000 horses and mules, He|left behind, Many of the wount
was to start from Cashtown with all|the wagons had been without toari {gt
speed, making his way by Chambers- |36 hours. Thelr torn and bloody clo

ing, matted and hardened, was rasping
the tender, inflamed and still pozing
wounds. Very few of the wagons had
sven a layer of straw in them, and all
were without springs. The road was
rouzh and rocky from the heavy wash-
ings of the preceding day. The jolting
wns enough to have killed strong men,
if long exposed to it From nearly
every wagon as the teams trotted on,
urged by whip and shout, came such
cries and shricks as these:
“'Oh, God! Why can't T die?
“My God! Oh! For God's sake,
stop just fer one minute. Take me oul
and leave me to die on the roadside.’
“+*] am dyving! Iam dying! My poor
wife, my dear children; what will be-
come of you?"
“AMy God!
and kill me?"
“Some were simply moaning; some
were praying, and others uttering the

burg and Hagerstown to the banks of
the "otomac, crogsing that river at the
pontoon which had been left at Falling
Waters four miles below Williamsport.

While Imboden was pushing on to
Chambersburg the army would tike up
the mareh by the way of Falrfield for
a gap in the South Mountain, thus all
the time covering the trains from an
attack of our cavalry, which was mak-
ing fts way around Lee's flank to inter-
cept him before he could reach the
Lee’s orders were for the
of the troops to hegin o at
sunset and continue during the night,
Hill's Corps was do lead off, followed
by Longstreet's, with Ewell's bringing
up the rear. Thess movemonts were
In a way sercencd by n deluge of ruin,
which enme up about nvon and soon
hnd the fields and roads flowing with
torrents. While the Confederates could

Will no one have mercy

march thru this to escape, It wns not

S OF WAGONS LADEN WITH WOUNDER." . i

. “MIL 4 . CEE
Tt hind fn froint of it ofily the thin line |So casy to put the Union troops in mo- | most fearfol 0L s That
of Tongstrest’s badly battered men. ltioy for pursuit, even if Gen. Meade | despair and ragosy coull “wiing~from

them, while & mnajerity, with o stojeism
pustatned byl sublime devotion to the
cause they fought for, endured without
complaint  uy ;prakub[e tortures, and
eyen gpoke \.r& ds af cheer and comfort
to thcir unhitppy ctmrades of less will
or more acubé nerves. Ocenslonally a
wagon wouldobe paseed from which
only low, degpomaeins c¢onld be heard.
No help ceodd: berrendered to any of
the sufferersicodoe hwed could be given
1o any of thelrappehls, Mercy and duty
to the many fortade the loss of 2 mo-
ment in the vain afort then and there
to comply with the prayers of the few,
On! Ont! We must move on. The storm
continued, and the darkness was ap-
pulling. Thera wus fio time even to fill
t conteen with weter for a dying man;
for, except the drivers and the guards,
a1l were wounded and utterly helpless
in that vast procession of misery. Dur-

wd any such thought.
As Lee had drawn Ewell and Long-
streot bWack to Seminnry Ridge,, the
| Union corps commanders advapecd on
| their respectivA fronta to get posses.
|elon of the ground which had beain
| fonght over, gather In the wounded, and
‘m-..p in cloge tonch with the enamy, Ko
#e to observe higp movements.  On tho
| pighit Slocum advanced as far ax the
| York road, while Sedgwlck, on the left,
{ pushed forward 1o the Peach Orchard,
lthe ¥Eleventh Corps came down from
lCemeters Ridege into the town of Get-
| tyeburg and the cavalry was set in mo-
ltlon for Leo's right flank. Buford, who
'hed had time to feed and rest his
horses at Westminster, was ordered (o
lstrilie out for Frederick, where Merritt
fwas to join him, and he waa then to
| move thru the Souih Mountain f:::;‘
ito strike the Confedorate pontoom
Williamsport, Klipatrick, wilth his inr this one mizght I peati¥ed more of
vision, was tp strike directly for the|the horrors of war than b hadsdn all
Montersy Gap, to endeavor to hHld®RYT™he two preceding years,
that against the passage of Lac’s army. “Aud vet in the darkness was our
In the meantime Meade had called |=afety, for no enemy would dare attack
aunother eouncil of war, In which the |where he could not distinguish friend
guestion of attacking the enemy was|from foe, Ve knew that when day
debited and declded against, Meade | broke uppon ug we should be harasascd
concluded to wait 24 hours morg for | by bands of cavalry hanging on wvur
the development of Lee's plans, but|flanks. Therefore, our alm “was 1o 20
did not have to wuit so long, for thelas far as possible under oo of the

o
|

SCALE OF MILES ; NARRISBURG
====_—v—l—'-r=m 20 ‘P’{; g £
Raﬂkoaﬂsm ~

-

- 4%
night.  Instéad %t going thru Chame
MITE & = iUl o6 oadve wul

rond at neasr Falrfield after crossing the
mouninins, and take ‘n near cut’ across
the country tg Gregncastle, whers day-
break on the ,lilol‘lﬁng of July & found
the head of ous column. We were now
12 or 15 miles from the Potomae at
Willlamsport, 30V point of ecrossing into
Virginin, o) 1

D X

¥resh Troubles Begin.

“Hers our '‘hppréhended troubles be-
gan., After ¥i{» fdvance—the 15th Va.
Cav.—had sod Perhaps a mile ‘be-
vond the town the citizens, to the num-
ber of 20 or ﬁhfkl'd the train with
:;xf-s. :-u;ﬂnf‘,é:&d.l _gokea out of 10 or a
dozen wheelg dropping the wagons
in the strects The momeit I heard of

merey of MeClellan, Lee rearranged his
lines, prisenied a bold front, and calm-
ly eonfronted MceClellan’s overwhelm-
Ing forces during the whole of Sept. 18,
when he and all his Generals well knew
that the advance of only one of Me-
Clellan’s fresh corps would have tum-
bled the Confederate army in ruin. But
iee knew McUlellan well enough te
dread nothing from lm, and he secms
to have had a like confidence In the
pon-ggeressiveness of Meade.

As soon a8 Lee saw Pickett's column
recoil he knew that the battle was

MAP OF LEES RETREAT TO VIRGINIA.

it I sent back & detachment of cavalry
to capture every cllizen whe had lLeen
engaged in this work, and treat them
as prisoners of War. This stopped the

morning of July 5 showed that the
enemy had disappeared from his whole

front. the column whete there were but few
The Horrors or no guards, thus creating
$f s Sairat. confusion, I had & escape from

_There is no sadder chapter in the
Coniederate annals than the story of
the misery of the retreat from Getiys-
burg, with the miles of wagons laden

with wounded, many even unto death,
thousands more with limbs and bodles
throbbing with the paie of undressed
wounds. and all auffering for water and
foud. In “Battles and Leaders” Gen.

trouble there, but the Union cavalry,
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“T'o add to our perplexities still fur-
ther, a report reached me a little after
sunrise that the Federals in large force
held Willlamsport, I did mot fully
credit this, and decided to push on.
Fortunately the report was untrue.
After a great deal of dasultory fighting
and harassments along the road during
the day ncarly the whole of the im-
menss train reached Willinmsport on
the afternoon of the 5th. A part of it
with Hart's Battery, came in next day,
Gen, Young having halted and turned
hi= attention to guarding the road from
the west with his cavalry. We took
possession of the town to convert it Into
a great hospital for the thousands of
wounded we had brought from Gettys-
burg. [ required all the familles in
the place to go to cooking for the sick
and wounded, on pain of having thelr
kitchens occupled for that purpose by
my men. They readily complied, A
large number of Surgeons had accom-
panied the train, and these at once
pulled off their coats and went to work,
and soon a vast amount of suffering
was mitigated. The bodies of a few
who had died on the march were buried.
All this became necessary because the
tremendous rains had raised the river
more than 10 feet above the fording
stnge of water, and we could mot pos-
sibly cross then. There were two small
ferryvboats or ‘flats’ there, which I im-
mediately put into reguisition to carry
across thoge of the wounded who, after
being fed and having their wounds
dressed, thought they could walk to
Winchester, Quite a Iarge numbel:
were able to do this, so that the ‘flats
were kept running all the time®™

The Indefatigable Kilpatrick.

On the morning of July 4 Gen. Klil-
patrick was informed of the retreat of
lec's army and that a heavy train of
wigons was moving on the road to
Hagerstown, which train he was ex-
pected to capture and destroy. Kil-
patrick was directed to starf at once
for Emmitsburg, where he would find
Col. Huey's Brigade, which he would
tuke with him., At 3 o'elock in the
flernoon  he reached Emmitsburg,
finding Huey walting eagerly for him,
ad the column swept on without a
halt for the Monterey Gap In the South
Mountain, for which the Confederates
‘were making. A portion of Stuart's
wvilry wias encountered at Miller's and
oreed off the road. The top of the
mountain was soon gained, and the
wrey of the long wngon train secemed
‘ithin reach, Night was rapidly com-
ng on, tho, and it was raining in tor-
rents.  The Confederate rear guard
opened upon the cavalrymen with ar-

| Hilery and musketry, and at the same

ime Stuart attacked Col. Huey, who
vns bringing up the rear. The road
*hru the gap wias a narrow shelf be
‘¢en o Steep bank on one side and e
op ravine on the other, This did no
ter Kilpatrick nor his men, whom h
1t In on u charge thru the pelting
owers, The Confederates were foree
k and many prisoners taken. 8tili
ater perils confronted the cavalry
‘nee the enemy wns forming his lins
it & half mile further on, with rein
orcements  constantly arriving. Pen
Inston's Pattery, ever at hand whes
mrp, quick work whs needed, was
rought wp, and replied to the enemy”:
rtillery with itz usual success. Ther
Custer was ordered forwurd to clea:
the road and attack the tralm, which
he did in the brilliant manner charac-
teridtic of him. In the meantime a by-
road to Smithsbhurg had been found by
which tha 1st Vi. Cav.,, under Lieut.-
Chl. Preston, moved to Intercept the
train, which was thought 10 be that of
Ewell's Corps. The guard of teamster
wire driven off, and the whole train
heavily Iladen with the spoils of the
country, was destroyed, save some 30
wagons and a fow ambulances filled
with wounded officers, who were sent
back with the rest of the prisoners
Frederick, Md. By 9 o'clock on the
morning of the 5th Kilpatrick had
1,360 prisoners on his hands, with oms
batile flag and a large number of horses
and mules and geveral hundred wound-
ed Confederates left upon the field. In
this explolt, known as the cengagement
of Monterey Gap, which was sharp and
rfull of vicigsltudes and daring from the
firet, Kilpatrick lost only five killed, 10
wounded and 28 missing. It was a
brilllant plece of work for the cavalry,
In swhich it had badly outmanuvered Its
old enemy, Stuarl. Stuart was trylng
his bhest to come to the rescue of
his train, but had been successfully held
in check by Col. Pennock Huey with
his brigade. Suddenly, leaving this ob-
stinate opponent, Stuart sw-pt around
thru Emmitsburg to Mechanicstown to
eross the mountain and pen up Kilpat-
rick in the Valley. Kilpatrick learned
of his approach in time, and went into
position on three hills which com-
manded the mountain roads by which
Btuart was expected. On the first hill
Huey's HBrigade was posted with Ful-
ler's artillery, forming the first line of
battle. On the second hill, to the rear
and right, wag Richmond's DBrigade
with Elder's Battery, and still farther
to the rear and right was Custer's Bri-
gade with Pennington's Battery.

The Fight at Smithshorg,

Stuart epened the attack about 5:30
o'clock, but showed at once how much
he was suflering from the well-directed
artillery fire directed upon him. He
persisted im the attack for an hour,
when, secing its hopelessness, he ceased
with characteristic suddenness, and
withdrew his men In the direction of
Wrightsville. Kilpatrick did not pur-
sue, for he wauas only too glad to see
Stuart go and leave him in possession
of his rich spoll of prisoners, wagons
and other captores, Kilpatriek fell
back to Boonshoro, and late that night
succeeded in turning the frults of his
victory over to Gen. French. He learned
that Stuart hond gone to Hagerstown,
where he was boarricading the roads
and intrenching to protect the trains
which filled the roads between there
and Williamsport,

The morning of July 8 EKilpatrick
gtarted out to find Stuart. Gen. Buford
came up with his division, and as he
outranked Kilpatrick the latter placed
his command at Bufords disposal
After n brief consultation it was de-
cided that Puford should go on to
Willinmsport and attack, while Kilpat-
rick would execute his original inten-
tion agalnst Stuart. He sueceeded In
surprising Stuart, who was expecting
him in quite another direction. That
portion which Kilpairick encountered
wans driven in some confusion to the
northeast toward Greencastle and Get-
tysburg, Kilpatrick was now in one of
those dangerous entanglements which
were his delight and in which his genius
showed brightest. From prisoners cap-
tured he learned that Hood's whole
division of Infuntry was marching
straight upon him at a distance of only
a few miles. He had to come to a set-
tlement with Stuart in a very brief
space of time, therefore, or the c¢rush-
ing force of infantry on hi= flank would
be added to the cavalry on his front.
Kilpatrick acted with his usual prompt-
ness, ‘Te left Richmond's Brignde to
hold Hood in check, and with the other
two rushed off to help Buford destroy
the trains near Willlamsport. Gen.
Custer came in on Buford's right, with-
in a mile of Willinmsport, and tho the
fighting was hot, was steadily driving
the enemy when word came from Col
Richmond that he was being over-
whelmed by infantry, cavalry and ar-
tillery, At the same time, when the
Confederate infantry was moving on
Kilpatrick’s right flank, Buford sent
an officer to say that the ememy was
turning his flanks, and that he would
be obliged to retreat. Both commands
were In the greatest danger, but their
veteran » commanders handled them
with great skill, and withdrew regi-
ment after regimemt back to a place
of safety. Some time after dark

don with glory. They had dashed thrm
the darkness and rain by way of rugged
mountain passes and ravines into the
very mlidst of the enemy, cut out and
destroyed his wagon trains, outfought
4iis cavalry. Only the presence of heavy
masses of infantry saved Lee’s whole
muass of transportation from their
clutches, The spectacle of Stuart, driv-
en back by Klipatrick's rear wzuard,
while the advance was forcing Monto-
rey Pass and swooping down on Ewell's
train; of Stuart's belng compelled to
make & frenzied rush on a wide cirentit
to the north to get into the Valley be-
fore Kilpatrick; of his being so casily
beaten off when he attemptled to rescue
the prisoners, are very bright pictures
in the history of the cavalry of the
Army of the Potomac. It wns paying
off with interest its discomfitures on
the Peninsula and the plains of Manas-
S0E,
Stuart's HReport,

Stuart’s report of these operations Ia
complicated, and on its face appears
disingenuous. He has to explain many
and he qualifies them to the utmost
He says that Kilpatrick’s claim of 400
or G00 wagons captured near Monterey
was a gross exaggeralion, with not
more than 40 wagons captured. He
admits the great danger to his trains
at Willlamsport, which were parked
there, and the enterprise and galiantry
of the attacks by Buford and Klipat-
rick. In his report he says:

“Hagerstown Is six miles from WIil-
liamsport, the country betweem belng
almost entirely cleared. but intersected
by almost innumerable fences and
ditches, The two places are connected
by a lane and perfectly straight mac-
adamized road. The enemy’s dismount-
ed skirmishers fought from street to
street, and some time elapsed before
the town was entirely clear, the enemy
taking the road first toward Sharps-
burg, but afterward turned to the Wil-
linmsport road. Just as the town was
cleared I heard the sound of artillery
at Williamsport.

“The cavalry, excepting two brigades
with Gen. Fitz Lee, were now pretiy
well concentrated at Hagerstown, and
ona column, under Col. Chambliss, was
pushed directly down the road after
the enemy, while Robertson's two regl-
ments and Jenkins's Brigade kept to
the left of the road, moving in & paral-
lel direction with Chambliss. A por-
tion of the Stuart Horse Artillery also
wccompanied the movement. The first
charge was gallantly executed by the
lending brigade (Chamblissis), now
wwmbering only a few hundred men,
he 8th and 13th Va. Cav. participating
vith marked gallantry, The column
wn the flank was how hurried up to
ttack the enemy in flank, but the ob-
iacles, such as post-and-rail fences,
{elayed its progress so long that the
~nemy had time to rally along a crest
f rocks and fences, from which he
pened with artillery, raking the road.

“Jenking's Brigade was ordered to
lsmount and deploy over the difficult
round. This was done with marked
fect and bolduess, Lisut -Col. Witcher,
s usual, distinguishing himself by his
ourage and conduct. The e¢nemy, thus
lislodged, was closely pressed by the
nounted cavalry, but made one effort
it a countercharge, which was gal.
antly met and reépulsed by Col. James
3. Gordon, commanding a fragment of
he Gth N, C. Cav,, that ofticer exhibit-
ng under my eye individual prowess
leserving special commendation. The
~epulse was soon after converted into
1 rout by Col. Lomax’s regiment (11lth
Va. Cav.), Jones's Brigade, 'which now
rook the road, under the galant lead-
rship of s Colonsl, with drawn sabers,
nd charged down the turnpike under
1\ fearful fire of artillery. =

“The enemy Wis now very near wWil-
lamepart, and this determined and
‘igorous attack In rear soon compelled
“tim to raise the slege of that place.
ind leave In hasty discomfiture by the
“ranesville road. - His withdrawal wns
‘avored by night, which set in jost as
ve renched the ridge overlooking Wil-
lamsport. An important auxiliary to
rhis attack was rendered by Brig.-Gen.
7itz Lee, who reached the vicinity of
Williamsport by the Greencastle road
ery opportunaly, and participated in
the attack with his accustommed spirit.

“Great credit Iz due the command
for the fearless and determined man-
ner in which they rushed upon the
enemy, and compelled him to loze his
hold upon the main -portion of the
'raneportation of the army. Without
this attack it is certain that our trains
would have “fallen Into the hands of
the enemy, for while some resistance
was made by Gen. Tmboden, still the
size and nature of his command, the
veculiar conformation of the ground,
overicoked by hills and approached by
six plain roads, go to show conclusively
that not even a display of Spartan
heroism on the part of his command
could have saved those wagons from
the torch of the enemy. I communi-
cated with him after opening the road
by a Lieutenant, whom I met but a
short distance from the town. Officers
pregent with Gen, Imboden during the
attack assure me I am right in the
foregoing opinion. I was apprised when
about midway that Licut.-Gen. Long-
street had arrived at Hagerstown.

“As a part of the operallons of this
period I will hera report that about §0
of the wagons belonging to Lee's Bri-
gade, while in the special charge of
Gen. Imboden, en route to Willlams-
port, near Mercersburg, were captured
by the enemy. A court of inquiry has
been convened to inquire into the cir-
cumstiances of this capture. T there-
inrr forbear animadversion on the sub-
ect.”

(To be continued.)

The 12th N. J. and 125th C, T,

Editor National Tribune: I serve
l‘rli:h bo:ll: lthl;:se regiments, and woulg

e a sketeh of both—W. S
Paden, Okla. to Seram,

The 12th N. J., one of Fox's fighiing
regiments, was organized at Woodbury
Sepl. 4, 1862, and mustered out July 135,
18683, It was commanded by Cols. Rob-
ert O Johnson, John H. Willetis and

John Willian in succession, It first
battle was Chancellorsville, where it
fought in Hays's Brigade, losing 24

killed, 122 wounded and 22 missing, a
total of 178, At Gettysburg the 1%th
distinguished itself on the afternocon of
the second day by *a charge of four
companics, in which they captured the
Bliss baru, filled with the enemy's
sharpshooters, capturing seven Confed-
erate officers and 92 men. It lost at
Geltysburg 23 killed, 83 wounded and
nine missing. The 12th ecrossed the
Rapidan with 425 men, 177 of which
were killed or wounded at the Wilder-
ness or Spotsylvania. Lieut.-Col. Thos.
H. Davis was killed at the latter place,
After Cold Harbor the regiment was
reduced to 90 muskets. Tt belonged to
Hays's Diviglon, Second Corps, and out
of a total enrollment of 1,848 lost 177
killed and 89 from discase, ete, Its to-
tal of killed and wounded was 587, and
14 of its members died in Confederate
prisons.

The 125th C. T. was organized at
Louisville from February to June, 1865.
Cos. G and H were mustered out Oct.
31, 1867, and the remaining eompanies
Dee. 20, 1867, It was commanded by
Col. Chas. D. Armstrong, who resigned
April 9, 1866, succeeded by Col, Wm.
R. Gerhart.—Editor National Tribune.

-

The 101st N. Y.

Editor National Tribune: May I ask
¥ou to give a short history of the 101st
N. Y.?—David H. Coon, Canastota, N. ¥,
The 101st N. Y, was organized at
New York City from September, 1861,
to August, 1862, for three years. It was
consolidated with the 37th N. Y. Deec.
24, 1862, and the officers mustered out
with the 40th N. Y. as the 37th in May,
1863. It was commanded by Col. En-
rico Fardella, who resigned July 8,
1862, suceeeded by Col. George F. Ches-
ter, in command at the time of con-
solidation. It belonged to Birney's Di-
vision, Third Corps, and lost 25 killed
and 49 from disease, etc.—Editor Na-
tional Tribune.

The 40th M. Y.

Editor National Tribune: Please give
& short history of the 40th N, Y.=
g}azld B. Utter, R. F. D. No. 2, Knox
n

The 40th N. Y., one of Fox's fighting
rogiments, was organized at Yonkers
June 27, 1361, and as a batialion of
eight companles finally mustered out
June 27..1865. The 87th N. Y. was
transferred entire in Septamber, 13633
five companies of three-yenrs men from
the 38th N. Y. were added in May, 18633
Also the enlisted men and recruits llf
the 37th and 74th N. Y. when those
reglments returned. Four of its come
panies were also raised in Maswsachuw
sotts, and jolned the {0th, the quota of
their State being full. The 40th was
comman'ded by Cols. Edward Riloy,
Thos. W. Eagan and Madison M. Cala
non in succession, It sustained an ume
usual loss in battle, and In its number
of killed stands next to the head in the
list of New York infantry regiments,
At Fair Oaks, under the command off
Col, Eagan, five companies. numbering
231 officers and men, wera hotly ene
gaged, every man in the color guard
falling, either killed or wounded. It
belonged t{o Birney'’s Division, Third
Corps, and lost 238 killed and 172 from
dizease, ete. Forty-five of itz members
died in Confedorate prisons,—Editoe
National Tribune.

The 4th Vi,

Editor National Tribune: I would
like to have you print a history of the
old Vermont Brigade, and of the 4th
Vi in particular.—Henry Adams, Grand
Raplds, O.

The 4th Vt., one of Fox's fizhting reg-
Iments, was organized at Brattleboro
Sept. 21, 1861, and finally mustered out
July 13, 1865. It was commanded by
Cols. Edward H. Stoughton, a West
Point graduate; Chas. B. Stoughton and
George P. Foster successively. Its tirst
close fighting occurred at Fredericks.
?urg. where it fought on the skirmish
mne,
wounded In Co. B alone by a single
discharge of canister, At the Wilder-
ness the regiment lost 41 killed, 223
wounded and four missing, a total of
268 out of less than 600 cngaged. AR
Weldon Railroad eight officers and 133
men were surrounded and captured. It
belonged to the famous Vermont Bri-
gade, Getty’s Division, Sixth Corps, and
out of a total enrollment of 1,658 lost
162 killed and 289 from disease, ete.
Itz total of killed and wounded was
556, and 77 of its members died in
Confederate prisons. We fannot give
brigade histories—Editor Naticnal
Tribune,

The 1734 N. Y.

Editor National Tribune: Please give
f short history of the 1734 N. Y.—
Peter A. Hanson, Gotebo, Okla.

The 173d N. Y. was organized at New
York City in October and November,
1862, and mustered out Oct. 18, 1845.
It was commanded by Col. Chas. B.
Morton, who resigned March 15, 1863,
succeeded by Col Louis M, Peck, In
command at the time of muster-out.
The 173d was also called the Fourth
National Guards, and belonged to
Dwight's Divislon, Nineteenth Corps. It
loat 44 killed and 131 from diseaze, etg,
—Editor Natlonal Tribune,

'l'l.l;lh Towm

Editor National Tribune: Please give
a short history of the 14th Iowa.—I. W,
Moust, W’hl%o Hills, Ariz.

The 14th Towa was organized at Dav-
enport at different dates, Cos. D, E, F,
G, H, I and K in November, 1882; Co.
C in May, 1863 and upon the expira-
tion of its three-years term of service
the veterans and recruits were con-
solidated into a battalion of two com=
panies and finally mustered out Aug. 8,
1865. It was commanded by Col. Wm.
T. Shaw, who retained the commeand
until mustered out, Nov. 18, 1864, upon
explration of his term of service. At
the time of final muster-out of the bat-
talion Capt. Orville Burke was in com~
mand. It belonged to Mower's Division,
Sixteenth Corps, and lost 64 kilted and
139 from disease, ote. Lieut.-Col. Jo-
seph H. Newbold was killed in action
at Pleasant Hill.—Editor National
Tribune,

The 8ih Fu. Cav.

Editor National Tribune: Kindly give
a brief history of the Rush Lancers, the
only lancer regiment in the army, I
believe.—Henry Plumer, 92d St. and
Smith Lane, Brooklyn, N

S A

The 6th Pa, Cav, also called Rush's
Lanc<rs, was organized at Philadeiphis
and Reading from August to October,
1861, and upon the expiration of its
three years’ term of service the veter.
ans and recruits retained and consolie
dated June 17, 1865, with the 1st and
17th Cav. to form the 24 Provisional
Pa. Cav. Tt was commanded by Cal.
Richard H. Rush, who resigned Sept.
29, 1863, and at the time of consolida-
tlon Col. Chas. L. Lelper was In coms-
mand. Tt belonged to Merritt's Divi.
sion, Cavalry Corps, and lost 78 killed
and 89 from disease, etc.—Editor Nar~
tional Tribune.

The 9th Pa. Cav,

Editor National Tribune: Please give
a short sketch of the 5th Pa. Cav.—3.
8. Gelbe, Tuka, 11L

The 9th Pa. Cav. was organized at
Harrisburg In October and November,
1861, and finally mustered out July 18,
1865. It was commanded by Col Ed-
ward C. Williams, who resigned Oct. 9,
1862, and at the time of final muster-
out eut.-Col. Thomas J. Jordan was
in command. The 9th was also known
as the 92d Volunteers or Lochiel Cav.,
and belonged i McCook's Division,
Cavalry Corpa. It lost 72 killed and
157 from disease, cic.—Editor National
Tribune.

The 210th Pa,

Editor National Tribune: Please pub.
lish a short sketch of my regiment, the
210th Po.—Oscar B. Carr, Espy, Pa.

The 210th Pa. was organized at Har-
risburg daring September, 1964, for one
yvear, and mustered out May 30, 1865.
It was commanded by Col. Wm. Ser-
geant, of the Rezular Army, who died
April 11, 1885, of wounds, succeeded by
Lieut.-Col. Edward L. Witman, in eom=
mand at the time of muster-out. Tt be-
jonged to Ayres’s Division, Fifth Corps,
and lost 40 killed and 45 from disease
cte.—Editor National Tribune,

The 58th IL

Editor National Tribune: Please give
a short history of the 58th I, giving
date of consolldation.—Willlam Har-
vey, New Decatur, Ala.

The 68th 1Il. was organized at Chi-
coga from Dee. 24, 1861, to Feb. 7,
1862, and all members but veterans
mustered out ¥eb. 7, 1865, when the
organization, composed of veterans and
recruits, was consolidated into a bat-
talion of four companies, to which sixz
new companies, organized In February
and March, 1885, were added. The new
organization was retained in service till
April 1, 1866, when it was mustered out.
It was commanded br Col. Wm F.
Lynch, who was mustered out upon ex-
piration of term of service Feb. 7, 1865,
succeeded by Col. Robert W. Healy, In
command at the time of final muster-
out. It belonged to Mower’'s Division,
Sixteenth Corps, and lost §3 Kkilled and
215 from disease, etc.—Editor National
Tribune.

The 24 Mo. 8. M.

Editor National Tribune: Please give
a short history of the 2d Mo. 8. M.—J.
W. Matthews, Delano, Cal.

The 2d Mo. S. M. was organized in
the State at large from December, 1861,
to April, 1862, to serve during the war
in Missouri, and was mustered out at
different dates from February to April,
1865. The 11th Cav., Mo. te Militia,
was consolidated with it Sept. 1, 1863,
It was commanded by Ceol. John Me-
Neil, who was promoted to Brigadier-
General March 8, 1863 succeeded by
Col. John B. Rogers, in command at
the time of muster-out. It lost 18

killed and 80 from disease, ete.—Editor
National Tribune,

losing four men killed and 14




